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CLIFTON ROAD SPORTS COMPLEX 
Statement 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [5.25 pm]: As members of this house, we have an obligation 
from time to time as a professional courtesy to assist some of our colleagues when they are unsure of matters, so 
I take this opportunity to make some remarks following Hon Kate Doust’s contribution yesterday to the 
consideration of the budget. As I say, it is just as a professional courtesy to the member. Yesterday, 
Hon Kate Doust indicated that she did not exactly know what was happening with the Clifton Road sports 
complex. Indeed, I quote from the uncorrected Hansard — 

… I do not know whether Peter Abetz had been fed a furphy by the government, which made a 
commitment that it never intended delivering on … 

It is probably timely to provide an update for members on the Clifton Road sports complex because, regrettably, 
yesterday, Hon Kate Doust seemed to suggest that Peter Abetz was effectively not doing anything and that that 
would be very disappointing. In fact, she goes on to say — 

I wanted to put on the record how disappointing it is that we found another broken promise of the 
Barnett government; a promise that it has repeated and repeated it would deliver for that community. 
It was a commitment that that community was looking forward to. The main players in that Clifton Park 
area are football players, who desperately need new facilities. I know Hon Sue Ellery has been engaged 
out in that area as well; it is a growing area. 

Of course, as I said last week, it is to be expected that Hon Sue Ellery would have been involved in this matter 
because we identified last week that she works in tandem with the member for Southern River and assists greatly 
with his advocacy in the area and his campaigning. As I said yesterday, it unfortunately appeared that, despite 
the efforts of Peter Abetz and Hon Sue Ellery, Hon Kate Doust did not know what is happening in this area. 
I therefore thought I would take the opportunity to update the house. As members can imagine, if we want to 
create a sporting complex in that area, which is badly needed, we cannot just wave a magic wand and make it 
happen overnight. A little work is required, such as detailed costings. I am pleased to say that, upon my 
examination of this matter, that is indeed taking place as we speak. Also, I suggest Hon Kate Doust visit the area. 
Indeed, I suspect that the member for Southern River, Peter Abetz, would be happy to facilitate that. Perhaps 
when he and Hon Sue Ellery are working in tandem, he could organise that for Hon Kate Doust. 
If Hon Kate Doust were to visit the area, she would realise that the first thing we need to do is organise access to 
the site. Again, it is not a case of just waving a magic wand and saying let us have a Clifton Road sports 
complex. A bit of work needs to be put into that. Because of the hardworking member for Southern River, access 
to the site will take place via the Jandakot eastern access road; that road needs to be built in order to access the 
site. I am pleased to indicate that according to my investigations, that work is currently being progressed by the 
Department of Planning. Of course, various approvals will need to take place, including environmental and the 
like, and there will also, I understand, need to be an amendment to the metropolitan region scheme. So I am very 
pleased that Hon Kate Doust felt the need yesterday to highlight this area, in which the hardworking member for 
Southern River is, once again, doing an exceptional job, well aided, of course, by Hon Sue Ellery. I am pleased 
that we are able to ensure that the public record reflects this hardworking commitment by Peter Abetz, the 
member for Southern River. 

While we are talking about infrastructure and congestion and things of that nature in this area of Southern River, 
it reminds me of an article that appeared on page 3 of the local newspaper, The Examiner, on 21 June 2012. 
In that article, we are graced with a picture of the member for Gosnells. The member for Gosnells is shown in 
that picture as standing, very despondently, near the rail line on Nicholson Road. This is an area that I am very 
familiar with, because I live close by. What the member for Gosnells is indicating in that picture is that he is 
disappointed that nothing is happening with regard to the Nicholson Road railway station. Of course, he might 
want to talk to his former colleague, Alannah MacTiernan, about that. Nevertheless, he is very despondent, and 
he is quoted in the article as saying, “This plan has gone into a similar black hole”. That was in June 2012, and 
unfortunately the Labor member for Gosnells is shown in that article as being very despondent and down in the 
dumps, and very negative, but with no real suggestion of what should be done and no rolling up of the sleeves 
and doing some of the heavy lifting. I contrast that very despondent and negative approach on 21 June with what 
happened in the neighbouring seat of Southern River. On 19 February 2012, Peter Abetz had none other than 
Eric Abetz come to see the site, and a few months later, on 16 May, with the able assistance of Ken Wyatt, the 
federal member for Hasluck, he organised for Warren Truss to come and look at the site. 

Hon Sue Ellery: What has happened since then on the Nicholson Road station proposal? 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: That is a fantastic question from Hon Sue Ellery, and on this occasion I will take that 
interjection. I know that Hon Sue Ellery has some familiarity with that site, because she has indicated that she 
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has seen that site, which is not far away from Southlands. What she would know, because she is familiar with the 
site, is that there first needs to be the grade separation of Nicholson Road. So I was very pleased to note that in 
the federal budget that was handed down this week, the commonwealth government has committed $18 million 
to this project, in partnership with the Western Australian government. I invite the Labor members to check this 
out. It is very simple. All they need to do is go to the website investment.infrastructure.gov.au/projects and they 
will find out all they need to know about the Nicholson Road grade separation, which is the first important step, 
and see what has been achieved thanks to the work of the member for Southern River and the federal member for 
Hasluck. For those members who are not familiar with this project, the project description is as follows — 

The project involves the grade separation of Nicholson Road and the Midland to Kwinana freight rail 
line at Canning Vale. A new road bridge over the rail line would be constructed to replace the existing 
level crossing. The WA Government has identified the crossing as the highest freight-related priority 
for grade separation of road over rail in Perth. 

What we see here is in sharp contrast with the approach taken by the member for Gosnells, which was to go to 
the local newspaper and appear very sad and despondent, all is lost, and all the blame has to be placed on the 
government. Regrettably, it appears that the approach he is taking is not to take any personal responsibility. 
In fact, I am pretty sure that in 2012, when this article was written, the Australian Labor Party was in 
government federally; so one of the steps that could have been taken by the member for Gosnells was to lobby 
his colleagues in Canberra. But, no, it was left, as usual, to the hardworking member for Southern River to get 
the then shadow ministers and the like in the Liberal–National coalition federally to understand the issue. 
And what did we get? In their first budget when these people were in power, they delivered! That is fantastic! 

So I thought that I would take this opportunity to, once again, highlight the standards set by Mr Peter Abetz, the 
member for Southern River, who I think has to be recognised as being by far the hardest working member in his 
local area. I would encourage other members to emulate this type of activity, and they would probably get the 
same results that he is getting. 
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